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Seymour himself was quite astonished when
Elizabeth's governess told him she did not think
his behaviour very suitable; he saw no harm.
But certainly he would go into her room before
she got up and tickle her and tell her she must
be up and out in the garden, and he would spank
her cheerfully if he passed her anywhere. Quite
ordinary rough play, we may think; and probably
la was only because of what came later that we
ever hear anything about it.
The real sting perhaps lay in the fact that after
all Elizabeth was not an ordinary girl. She was a
royal princess and in the line of succession.
Seymour was ambitious and saw that he might
gain something for himself out of the chance
which had put him on such good terms with
her. When, after a very short married life of less
than two years, Catherine died, we need not be
altogether surprised that Seymour began to plan
to marry the girl. She was named by Henry VIH
as heir to the throne after her brother and sister;
Edward was a very delicate boy, unlikely to grow
up; Mary was now over thirty, unmarried and
with poor health. Seymour could see for himself
how important Elizabeth might become. He knew
quite well from their early friendliness that
Elizabeth had been very fond of him, and might
quite easily be willing to marry him. For Seymour
was exactly the kind of man whom Elizabeth all
her life showed she liked. She was herself so full
of vigour and character, and she always liked